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Burlington Kids Community Advisory Committee Holds First Meeting

Burlington, VT- The Burlington Kids Afterschool Program Community Advisory Committee (BKCAC) held its first meeting at the Miller Community & Recreation Center on July 14th.  The Committee was convened to review the work of the program and its collaborative management team, specifically as it relates to the recommendations conveyed through the collaboration’s Transition Plan, presented in May of this year.

The BKCAC is comprised of a group of parents and community leaders brought together through the leadership of the Burlington City Council and the Burlington Parks and Recreation Commission.  Members include: Dave Hartnett, Nancy Kaplan, Alan Matson, Shireen Hart, Ann Kiley, Laura Gentchos, Tiffany Delaney, Holly Morehouse, Patrick Halladay, and Kathy Chasan. Members intentionally represent the city, the school board, parents, and the community at-large. 
The Community Advisory Committee’s charter is to advise and recommend continued improvements that will assure the highest quality Burlington Kids afterschool program. That includes:

1. Developing a deep understanding of the Burlington Kids Afterschool Program

2.  
Reviewing all information and recommendations made by the collaboration management team (CMT) and offer perspective, advice, and constructive opinions while implementing a public process for more thorough community review. 
3. Reviewing information and CMT recommendations, provided by staff, and after providing for public input, develop and make recommendations on Burlington Kids to the Parks & Recreation Commission, the City Council, Mayor, and School Board.

4. Communicating accurately the processes, messages, decisions, and outcomes and report back to their constituents as appropriate.

During the meeting, the collaborative management team presented their report and eight recommendations. Questions and concerns from the Committee were addressed. Four of the recommendations were endorsed by the Committee including:

1. Burlington Kids continues to offer after school care and programming that comply with State child-care licensing requirements and that meet the needs of families;

2. The collaboration management team will continue to make joint decisions about policy, programming, and operations;
3. Maintain the collaboration shifting BPR’s role as fiscal agent (billing) to BSD and maintaining BPR’s role as the recreation partner; and
4. BPR continues to make significant investment into the program – specifically through transportation provision, summer and vacation camps, and active participation in the collaboration management team resulting in a net gain in terms of the service period and the programming quality.
Members of the management team include: Mari Steinbach, Maggie Leugers, Dan Cahill, Sarah Carter, Jeanne Collins, Julie Cadwallader-Staub, Jeff Fournier, and Nina Mazuzan.  Holly Morehouse was selected by the Committee to chair the Community Advisory Committee meetings.
The next Community Advisory Committee meeting will be on Thursday July 22, 2010 from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM at The Burlington Parks and Recreation Department’s conference room at 645 Pine St.  The remaining four recommendations from the Burlington Kids Transition Plan will be discussed.
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